
  Curriculum Progression Map - MUSIC 

 

 

Early Years Outcomes 

 

Early Years Outcomes 

• Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing music. 
• Thinking about uses and purposes of music. 
• Explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement 

for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through music. 
• Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through music. 
• Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KS1 National Curriculum Aims 
• To use voices expressively and creatively. 

• To play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically. 

• To listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high quality 

live and recorded music. 

• To experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

• To use technology appropriately. 

 KS2 National Curriculum Aims 
• To play and perform using voices and instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency control and 

expression. 

• To improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

• To listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory. 

• To use and understand staff notation and other 

musical notations. 

• To appreciate and understand a wide range of high 

quality live and recorded music from a range of 

historical periods, genres styles and traditions. 

• To develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• To use technology appropriately. 

 

 

 

 Foundation   Year 1   Year 2   Year 3  Year 4   Year 5   Year 6  

 

   Singing    

Sing songs, make music and 
experiment with ways of 
changing it. 
Explore different songs and share 
their ideas and feelings on music. 

 

 

 

 

 

Songs and rhymes-  
• Performance- Nativity 

songs 

• Maths counting songs 

• Jolly phonics songs 

• Nursery rhymes 

 

Sing simple songs, chants and 

rhymes from memory and at the 

same pitch. 

Respond to simple directions- 

loud, quiet, start, stop. 

Call and response songs- control 

vocal pitch. 

 

 

 

 

Action songs and rhymes 

Space songs 

Under the sea/Animals 

Sing songs with increasing vocal 

control.  

Sing songs with a small pitch 

range, pitching accurately. 

Sing with an understanding of 

dynamics (loud/quiet), tempo 

(fast/slow) and respond to 

teachers directions. 

 

 

 

Action songs and rhymes 

Mini-beast songs 

Sing a widening range of unison 

songs of varying styles. Perform 

forte (loud) and piano (quiet). 

Sing tunefully and with expression. 

Perform actions confidently and in 

time. 

Walk, move or clap a steady beat, 

changing the speed of the beat as 

the music changes. 

 

 

Charanga- warm ups/Mamma Mia 

Sing up  

The Emerald Crown 

Continue to sing a range of unison 

songs with range of an octave. 

Pitch the voice accurately and 

follow directions for getting 

louder (crescendo) and quieter 

(diminuendo). 

Sing rounds and partner songs. 

Begin to attempt simple vocal 

harmonies. 

 

 

Charanga- warm ups/Lean on me 

Sing up 

The Romans (BBC) 

Sing a broad range of songs with a 

sense of ensemble and 

performance- observe phrasing, 

accurate pitching and appropriate 

style. 

Sing three part rounds, partner 

songs and songs with a verse and a 

chorus. 

Perform in assemblies and to an 

audience.  

  

Charanga-warm ups 

-Make you feel my love 

-Blackbird 

Songs for performance 

  

 

Sing a broad range of songs 

including those with more 

complex rhythms, with a sense of 

ensemble and performance. 

Observe rhythm, phrasing, 

accurate pitching and appropriate 

style. 

Sing three and four part rounds or 

partner songs and learn songs 

with 2 and 3 part harmonies.  

Perform to a wider audience. 

 

Charanga- Warm ups 

-Happy 

-You’ve got a friend 

Songs for performance 

 



 

 
Listening 

To share their thoughts on different 
types of music. 
Children follow instructions involving 
several ideas or actions. 
Listen to other people’s ideas. 

 

Listen to a piece of music 

attentively. 

Identify musical elements of 

dynamics, tempo, pitch and 

timbre. 

To recognise some common 

orchestral instruments. 

Holst- Mars 

Star Wars theme 

Beethoven- 5th Symphony 

Listen to a piece of music with 

increased concentration. 

To respond through movement to 

different musical characteristics. 

To use musical terminology to 

describe mood. 

To recognise orchestral 

instruments and describe their 

sound. 

Grieg- Peer Gynt suite 

Chopin- The butterfly 

Rimsky Korsakov- The flight of the 

bumblebee 

Traditional music from around 

The British Isles. 

Listen for a sustained period of time 

to a range of music. 

To identify beat, rhythm, tempo, 

dynamics and melody when 

listening to musical extracts. 

To recognise and name familiar 

instrumental sounds and consider 

why they have been chosen 

according to their characteristics. 

Prokofiev- Peter and the Wolf 

Saint-Saens- Carnival of the animals 

Beethoven- 5th symphony 

Corrine Bailey Rae, Adele 

 

To identify rhythmic and 

melodic phrases in recorded 

music. 

To recognise a range of 

percussion and orchestral 

instruments and use musical 

vocab to describe their sound 

qualities. 

Rossini- William Tell Overture 

Beethoven- Pastoral Symphony 

Dave Brubeck- Unsquare dance  

Queen/David Bowie- Under 

Pressure 

To recognise features of 

expression (phrasing, melody, 

harmony, metre and tempo) in an 

extract of music. 

To use musical vocabulary and 

knowledge to discuss a piece of 

music. 

To distinguish between timbre and 

texture between a range of 

instruments and instrumentation.  

Holst- The Planet Suite 

The Beatles 

Compare two different pieces of 

music from different times and 

discuss similarities and differences 

using musical terms. 

Identify orchestral instruments and 

know the four families of the 

orchestra. 

British composers- Benjamin 

Britten- Young Person’s guide to 

the orchestra, Elgar, Vaughn 

Williams, Coleridge-Taylor, Purcell. 

21st century- Stormsy 

 

 

 

 
Improvising and Composing 

Experiment with ways of making and 
changing music.  
Explore a range of musical instruments. 

Play along with songs and music.. 

Think about uses and purposes of 
music. 

 

 

Improvise simple vocal chants 

using question and answer 

phrases. 

Create musical sound effects and 

short sequences of sounds in 

response to a stimuli.  

Understand the difference 

between a rhythm and pitch 

pattern. 

Compose simple rhythmic and 

pitch patterns to perform to 

others. 

Recognise how graphic notation 

can represent sounds. 

Create music in response to a non-

musical stimulus. (picture/story). 

Improvise simple question and 

answer phrases using untuned 

percussion. 

Use graphic notation and dot 

notation to record composed 

pieces. 

Use music technology to capture, 

change and combine sounds. 

Use voices, tuned and untuned 

instruments to improvise short 

responses. 

Structure musical ideas to create 

music with a beginning, middle and 

end. 

Compose in response to different 

stimuli. 

(stories, images, and musical 

sources) 

Improvise on a limited range of 

pitches on the recorder, including 

smooth (legato) and detached 

(staccato). 

Combine known rhythmic 

notation with letter names to 

create short pentatonic phrases. 

Use recorders and chime bars. 

Compose music to create a 

specific mood. 

Record compositions using 

graphic symbols and staff 

notation. 

Improvise confidently developing 

sense of shape and character, 

and responding to a beat. 

Experiment with dynamics. 

Compose melodies on the 

recorder. 

Use keyboards to explore chords 

to evoke atmosphere. 

Record compositions using 

graphic notation and staff 

notation. 

 

 

 

Extend improvisation skills through 

repetition and contrast, chord changes 

and extended melodies. 

Plan and compose melodic phrases 

and incorporate rhythmic variety and 

interest. 

Notate and perform the melody. 

                                                                                                                            Performing/Musicianship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Children sing songs, make music and 
dance - 
Children learn and sing songs regularly 
in class. 
They create a year group performance 
at Christmas. 

 

Explore and play with a wide range 
of media and materials- 
Integrated into Early Years 
curriculum children are 
consistently exposed to a range of 
songs and music. 

 

Pulse/Beat- walk, move or clap a 

steady beat, changing the speed as 

the music changes. 

Use instruments to play repeated 

patterns to maintain a steady 

beat. 

Respond to a pulse through 

movement and dance. 

Perform with class and in small 

groups. 

 

Rhythm-perform short copycat 

rhythms and word pattern chants. 

 

Pitch-Sing songs in high and low 

voices. 

Explore percussion sounds to tell a 

story- The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 

Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Follow pictures and symbols to 

guide singing and playing. 

Pulse/Beat-understand that the 

speed of a beat can change. 

Clap or tap in time to the beat 

when listening. 

Identify beat groupings in familiar 

music. 

 

Rhythm- Play copycat rhythms and 

invent own rhythms for others to 

copy. 

Read and respond to chanted 

rhythm patterns and start to use 

stick notation. 

 

Pitch-Sing short phrases 

independently. 

Respond to pitch changes in short 

melodic phrases. 

Recognise dot notation and match 

it to 3 note tunes using tuned 

percussion. 

Recorders- learn how to hold the 

recorder and play the notes B, A 

and G. 

Play simple tunes using these 

notes. 

Introduce the stave, lines and 

spaces and treble clef. 

Introduce and understand crochets 

and quavers. 

Charanga- Drive, Shakes and 

Brakes, ABBA, What’s up, 7 Gs, 

Portsmouth. 

Recorders- play B, A and G with a 

consistent clear tone. 

Play a range of tunes moving 

from one note to another 

accurately. 

Follow a simple tune using staff 

notation. 

Introduce and understand 

crochets, quavers, minims and 

rests. 

Charanga- Hot Cross Recorders, 

Abbie’s got the blues, Mary’s 

Lamb, Deep Sea Dive 

Recorders- Play B, A and G and 

learn C and D. 

Follow notation and play a range 

of tunes with a clear tone. 

Follow the notation and show 

understanding of crochets, 

quavers, minims, semibreves and 

their rests. 

Develop confidence to perform in a 

small group and as a soloist. 

Charanga- Roller Ride, Call Me, Yo 

Jo, When the Saints 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorders- Play B, A, G, C and D and 

learn the low notes E,D and C. 

Play fluently, with a clear tone. 

Follow notation in two parts. 

Develop understanding of 

understanding of crochets, quavers, 

minims, semibreves and their rests. 

Perform to an audience. 

 

Charanga-Two Way Radio, Old 

MacDonald, Jingle Bells 

 

 


