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Thank you for coming and thank you to everyone for their help over the last year. As the current
Chair it is my role to remind everyone what our objectives are and to explain how we operate. As
most of you will know, we are governed by our constitution, this is our instruction document, and
helps us keep focussed on the following objectives:

e Develop more extended relationships between the staff, parents and others associated with
the school.

e Engage in activities which support the school and advance the education of the pupils
attending it.

e Provide and assist in the provision of facilities for education in the school (not normally
provided by the LEA).

Ok, formal bit over...
| am going to talk about the highs of the last year and Steph will talk about money side.

Our theme for last year was inclusion. We were very conscious of the cost-of-living crisis and we
wanted to make sure that every child was able to attend and enjoy our events. Our events aren’t just
about how much money we raise, they are about the children having fun. We also made sure our
funding went towards paying for theme days and trips, so that parents didn’t have to pay so much. |
think the plan is to continue this theme into this year as well.

This year we decided to take Santa’s grotto outside to Maisie’s Garden. With the help of Maisie’s
parents, we created what can only be described as a magical Christmas wonderland, with twinkle
lights, Christmas trees and Santa hidden in the shelter at the back. The feedback on the grotto was
amazing, with children and parents absolutely loving it.

“Santa’s grotto in Maisie’s garden was so beautiful and magical for the little ones. Loved it”
“You guys went to town!”

The other new addition to the Christmas Fair was the incredibly funny Grinch. Danielle’s brother
embraced the role and was absolutely brilliant. The kids (and parents) loved it.

“Thank you to everyone who was involved in making tonight so lovely for our children. | know you
were all there for at least 12 hours today and it really paid off. I'm so sorry to say that the Grinch
stole the show”

Every year we unfortunately get complaints that there aren’t enough spaces for children to see
Santa and why don’t you let every child attend (poor Santa would be out there a long time), but this
was the first year we didn’t get complaints because parents were able to book Santa or the Grinch.

After covid and heat made us cancel in previous years, we were so happy to be able to run the
Inflatables Day properly this year. The year 6 were allowed to use the equipment in the afternoon on
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their own and after school for free, as a well done for completing their SATS. After school the rest of
the school community attended. We kept the wristband costs as low as we could, to allow as many
children as possible to attend. The event was huge success and it had such a lovely community feel,
with parents bringing blankets and picnics and the children enjoying the inflatables. We had a
refreshments sale and invited an ice cream van along, who donated 25% of his takings to the event.
The feedback from the event was really great.

Next onto my other favourite and most stressful event, although | think | was a lot calmer this year,
the Summer Fete. This went so, so well! After last year’s drama with the inflatables we took the
decision to not have bouncy castles this year, mainly because of the cost to us and to parents.
Instead, we used the space to have free activities for the children to participate in — we had den
building and circus equipment. These went down really well. This year we had the lovely Tracey
MC'’ing the event, with music and commentary, this lifted the fete and brought a great atmosphere
to the event. We also made the decision to make sure every FOWCS volunteer was a runner for the
event, whether that was for the whole event or half of the event. This made the event so much more
enjoyable for all the FOWCS volunteers who work so hard at the event and usually only see their own
stall. We also took the teacher sign up sheet online which | think made things a lot easier and
stopped me bugging Charly every 2 minutes. Last year we had donations made in exchange for votes
on which teacher would be soaked at the end of the fete. This year we used a clever bit of marketing
and made the voting free and asked every child in the school to vote for who they would like to see
soaked. The children loved this and made sure that lots of people stayed till the end of the event, as
they wanted to know if the teacher they picked ‘won’. We also tried to focus some of our
stallholders on mental health this year, inviting Mini Mindfulness and Men’s Shed to the event.
Unfortunately, Men’s Shed were unable to attend, but were able to create some of games this year.
We loved having them involved.

I’d like to highlight some of the comments received on Facebook about the Summer Fete:
“It was a triumph. Well done everyone!”

“We had a great time! Well done and thank you for a great event!”

“A brilliant and perfectly organised event! Well done FOWCS!”

“Brilliant day! Kids loved it and Spiderman was so good.”

“Wow, that’s an epic total. Fab fete”

“It was a lovely afternoon, you should be immensely proud of yourselves and what you have
achieved for the school.”

| am so incredibly proud to be chair of FOWCS and | love every meeting and event. We have created
a fantastic team of parents that work so hard all year and do an awesome job at raising money for
the school, not just with events, but with uniform sales and adventure island ticket sales. Personally,
| feel we have also created a fantastic group of friends from all years of the school, which makes all
our events great fun.

I’d like to thank all the parents that donated towards the events and thank all the staff at the school
who helped at our events and for allowing us to be part of the school community.
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On that note... with the support of the staff and teachers at the school and our brilliant team | can
proudly say that we have raised an incredible £20,121 for the school. Steph will outline more how
this money was raised and what it will/has be spent on.
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