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At White Court School, safeguarding children includes protecting them from harm both
offline and online. The internet and digital technologies provide many positive
opportunities for learning and communication; however, they also present potential risks.
We take a proactive approach to ensuring our pupils can use technology safely and
responsibly.

Online safety forms part of our whole-school safeguarding culture and is addressed through
our curriculum, policies and safeguarding procedures.

Teaching children to stay safe online

Pupils are taught about online safety as part of a broad and balanced curriculum, including
through computing, PSHE and Relationships Education.

Children learn how to:

e use the internet safely and responsibly

e recognise online risks such as cyberbullying, grooming and misinformation
e understand privacy, consent and respectful online behaviour

e report concerns or anything that makes them feel uncomfortable

Teaching is delivered in an age-appropriate way and is reinforced through assembilies, class
discussions and wider safeguarding work.

Filtering and monitoring

The school uses appropriate filtering and monitoring systems to help protect pupils from
harmful online content. These systems are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain
effective and appropriate for the age of our pupils.

Staff are trained to recognise online safety concerns and to respond in line with our
safeguarding procedures.

Responding to concerns

Any online safety concerns are treated as safeguarding concerns and are managed in
accordance with the school’s Child Protection Policy. This includes issues such as
cyberbullying, online grooming, exposure to harmful content or the sharing of
inappropriate images.

Pupils are encouraged to speak to a trusted adult in school if they have any worries about
something they have seen or experienced online.

Working with parents

We believe that online safety is most effective when schools and families work together.
We provide guidance and information to parents and carers to help them support their
children in using technology safely at home.

Further information about our safeguarding procedures can be found in our Child
Protection and Safeguarding Policy, available on the school website.



